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The Indiana Forage Council began an active year in 2020 before the COVID-19 virus became a day-to-day 
concern. Despite the pandemic, information about forage management was prepared and delivered to members. 
 
The first success story of the year began at the American Forage and Grassland Conference in January. The 
Conference was held in Greenville, South Carolina. Numerous Indiana Forage Council members attended the 
conference. We enjoyed listening and watching Clay Nuhring in the “Forage Spokesperson” competition. He 
discussed how forages are an important part of his diverse livestock farm in southeastern Indiana. 

 
Clay Nuhring, with his wife Rose, was a contestant at the American Forage and Grassland Conference Forage 
Spokesperson competition. 
 
Four Purdue University undergraduate students represented the university and Indiana at the conference’s 
“Forage Bowl” competition. The team was outfitted with Purdue apparel purchased for them by the Council. 
Through this effort, a lifelong memory was created for the team members. Indiana Forage Council member, 
Keith Johnson, was the team’s coach. 

 
Purdue University students, left to right, Leanna Shearer, Auburn IN; Rachel Imel, Knightstown, IN; Kaleigh 
Krieger, Greensburg, IN; and Garret Alka, Rushville, IN were participants in the “Forage Bowl” knowledge 
competition. 



Shelby Gruss, a Purdue University Agronomy Ph.D. student, was a contestant in the “Emerging Scientist” 
competition and won first place. Her presentation was about preferential feeding of different sorghum-
sudangrass hybrids by sheep, including one that is dhurrin free. 

 
Shelby Gruss (left) interacts with two forage scientists from North Dakota State University after completion of 
the Emerging Scientist Competition. 
 
Jason Tower had a “Video” competition entry about restoring a winter feeding lot with forages 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bvuVXSnvpdM). Jason enjoys putting music and song to a forage-themed 
topic. Indiana did have an entry in the “National Youth in Forage Essay” contest. Camden Calloway, from 
Tipton, Indiana, is finishing his senior year at Tipton High School. He plans to attend Purdue University and 
study Agribusiness Commodity Marketing. His essay was on a rotational grazing system for sheep 
https://indianaforage.files.wordpress.com/2020/06/ifcapr2020newsletter.pdf. 
 

The annual meeting of the Indiana Forage Council was held on February 27 in 
conjunction with a meal and seminar at the William H. Daniel Turf Center at West 
Lafayette, IN. Seminar topics were presented by Rodney Hufford with Middle Fork 
Meadows farm, and Dean Gangwer with Gangwer Farms . They discussed their 
farming enterprises and how forages are a component of their businesses. Shelby 
Gruss shared the presentation she gave at the American Forage and Grassland 
Conference with over 50 attendees. 
 

 
Guest speaker Rodney Hufford talks about his “farm to Dean Gangwer, guest speaker at the annual 
to fork” enterprise at the annual meeting and seminar. meeting and seminar, discusses his mono- 
                                                                                                          slope beef feeding system. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bvuVXSnvpdM
https://indianaforage.files.wordpress.com/2020/06/ifcapr2020newsletter.pdf


Shelby Gruss, Purdue University Agronomy Ph.D. student, ended the annual meeting discussing the dhurrin-
free sorghum-sudangrass’ acceptance by grazing sheep. 

At the annual meeting and seminar, the “Outstanding Forage Producer Award” was presented to the Lemenager 
Cattle Company recognizing their production and utilization of quality forage systems for their beef cattle 
enterprise. Dr. Nick Minton, Purdue University Beef Systems Specialist and a Director of the Council, was 
awarded the “Maurice E. Heath Award”. Nick was recognized for his efforts with educating beef producers and 
supervising the Indiana Beef Evaluation Program. 

On behalf of the Lemenager Cattle Company, Ron 
Lemenager receives the “Outstanding Producer Award” 
Keith Johnson. 

Dr. Nick Minton receiving the Heath, Dr. 
“Maurice E. Heath Award” from Jason  
Tower. 

A quarterly newsletter complete with a feature article about a forage-focused person, upcoming events and 
forage management tips for the quarter is sent to the membership. Past newsletters are archived at the Indiana 
Forage Council website (www.indianaforage.org). Sarah Hendrickson, a Purdue University Animal Sciences 
student, was selected as an intern with the Council. As part of the class requirements and the internship, she 
interviewed four individuals and wrote feature articles about them, which are published in the Council’s 
quarterly newsletter. Elysia Rodgers, Vice-President, has taken on the leadership of assembling and distributing 
the newsletter. 

http://www.indianaforage.org/
johnsonk
Cross-Out



 

An example first page of the feature article prepared by student intern Sarah Hendrickson. 
 

To support the work of youth with an interest in forages, the Indiana Forage Council co-sponsored 
the Indiana FFA’s “Forage Proficiency Award”. (Picture from Creative Commons). We are pleased to 
help recognize the accomplishments of youth in the forage industry. 
 

The Indiana State Department of Agriculture Livestock Promotion Grant that was to be used for support of two 
June 2020 grazing workshops, one in northern Indiana and another in southern Indiana, had to be postponed 
until June 2021because of COVID-19. The time spent determining workshop locations and the program was 
time well spent as it gives a jumpstart for the 2021 program. The theme of the two-day workshop is “Making a 
Difference on the Farm with Improved Grazing Systems”. 
 
The Council made it a priority to celebrate “National Forage Week” this year by creating and sharing facts 
about forages each day of the week. A few examples of information developed by Elysia Rodgers are shared 
below. All entries can be seen at https://extension.entm.purdue.edu/newsletters/pestandcrop/article/national-
forage-week-a-time-to-celebrate-forages/. 

 
Examples of information shared with the public during National Forage Week. 

https://extension.entm.purdue.edu/newsletters/pestandcrop/article/national-forage-week-a-time-to-celebrate-forages/
https://extension.entm.purdue.edu/newsletters/pestandcrop/article/national-forage-week-a-time-to-celebrate-forages/


 
Because the virus limited face-to-face interaction field day opportunities, weekly issues of the Purdue Pest and 
Crop Newsletter was sent to members by email. Each newsletter had an article related to forages. 
(https://extension.entm.purdue.edu/newsletters/pestandcrop/past-issues/) 
 
The Council looks forward to an active year in 2021. 

 
The Indiana Forage Council’s Leadership Team at the 2020 Annual Meeting. 

https://extension.entm.purdue.edu/newsletters/pestandcrop/past-issues/
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