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After working on his cattle operation, Ron Leme-
nager ends his day talking about the operation 
with one of his sons.  

“This is my relaxation,” Lemenager said. 

Most people relax by golfing, fishing, reading a 
book, or getting away from their work, Lemenag-
er relaxes by reflecting on his work. The work 
keeps him grounded in life and in his full-time ca-
reer. Lemenager is a Purdue professor and exten-
sion beef specialist in nutrition and management. 
His career allows him to put his academic work 
into practice by applying his expertise to his own 

family beef cattle operation, Lemenager Cattle 
Company – the Indiana Forage Council’s 2020 
Outstanding Producer. He knows that what he 
recommends to other producers will work, be-
cause it has worked for him — it keeps him real.  

Lemenager and his two sons run the 35 cow-calf 
pair operation that are predominately Maine-
Anjou marketed for seed stock. Lemenager’s fas-

cination for calf-cow herds (and his love for the 
work it requires) goes back to growing up on his 
family’s livestock and grain farm in Illinois. He 
earned a bachelor’s degree from the University of 
Illinois in 1973, then earned his master’s and doc-
toral degrees from Oklahoma State University. He 
began his position at Purdue in 1977. His interest 
in livestock has grown through experience.  

“I believe it makes me better as a teacher and ex-
tension specialist to experience what the clientele 
are going through,” he said. “In an ideal world 
you would implement all the best management 
practices, but I learned from my working with my 
own cattle that’s just not realistic.” 

Lemenager began his Indiana operation on 20 
acres, and today it consists of 214 acres in south-
west Tippecanoe and northeast Warren County. 
He and his sons use the land for a rotational graz-
ing system.  

Some of the Cow-Calf pairs owned by  
Lemenager Cattle Company 

Keeping it Real with Dr. Ron Lemenager 

By Sarah Hendrickson 

Dr. Lemenager inspecting some of his cow-calf pairs 

Continued on Page 2 
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Continued from page 1... 

During the grazing period from around May to 
November, they rotate the animals in eight pad-
docks. The paddocks are on 110 acres of proper-
ty rented where his son lives. 

“I really enjoy seeing cow-calf pairs on grass,” 
Lemenager said with a boy-like grin.  

After the grazing period, the cows return to 
Lemenager’s where there are four lots and a hay 
barn. There is also a calving barn, so the cows 
can calve inside during the cold winter.  

His business is thriving now, but Lemenager had 
to learn what the best practices are and is still 
constantly improv-
ing the operation. 
Lemenager said 
the first problem 
he noticed was his 
calves losing 
weight during the 
first grazing season 
on the rented 110 
acres back in 2002.  

The land was not 
perfect, because it 
only had one auto-
matic waterer 
source near the 
road of a property 
that was 0.5 miles deep. Lemenager observed 
that by the time the calves got to the water, the 
dominate and subordinate cows had already 
drunk and were turning back to pasture. The 
calves would follow the herd without drinking. 

To fix this, Lemenager and his sons dug a well on 
top of a hill in one of the paddocks and hooked a 
pump up to a generator and filled a poly-tank 
water tower. They ran plastic water lines down 
the hill to gravity feed water tanks in each of 6 
out of the eight paddocks allowing cows and 
calves a short walk to water. Providing cows 
with easy access to water is one of the main 
goals in beef management. Lemenager experi-
enced the need in his own operation, which 
keeps him realistic in his extension and academic 
work.  

Another example of how Lemenager puts his 
academic training to work was in how he buys 
and stores hay. Before purchasing, he samples 
the hay to determine nutritional quality. Then, 
he has hay delivered by nutritional value and 
stacks the hay in his barn by – lowest to highest 
forage quality. He can then pluck bales out to 
feed various groups of cows based on their nu-
trient requirements. In addition, the hay barn is 
arranged so that when hay is removed, calves 
can go inside the emptied space to get out of the 
weather and it acts as a loafing area.  

Lemenager enjoyed solving another puzzle with 
his calving season. Original-
ly, he followed a traditional 
calving season beginning in 
February with first-calf heif-
ers and ending by late April 
for cows. This allowed the 
calves to be old enough to 
keep up with their mothers 
when they were moved 
from the dry lot to the grass 
near May 1.  

But after a very hot June a 
couple of years ago, Leme-
nager connected a low con-
ception rate in his herd with 

the heat and endophyte infected fescue. So, for 
the past couple of years, Lemenager and his 
sons have been moving the calving season for-
ward into early January. This allows breeding in 
the dry lots before the end of April reduced the 
problems associated with artificial insemination 
(AI) and embryo transfer in the heat. Breeding in 
the dry lots also gave Lemenager the opportuni-
ty to better control the herd’s diet during early 
pregnancy. The proper diet has been tied to 
higher conception rates. Moving the breeding 
season also reduced the alkaloid issues associat-
ed with dirty fescue in early pregnancy.  

Managing his herd isn’t just a job or a career, it’s 
a way of life. 

“I wake up and go to bed thinking about cows,” 
Lemenager chuckled.  

Dr. Lemenager with the watering system he and his 
sons developed. 
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Now Is The Time To Stockpile Forage For Late 
Fall And Early Winter Grazing 

Date: August 21 2020 - Included in Pest & Crop Newsletter Issue: 2020.21 
By: Dr. Keith Johnson, Purdue Forage Specialist 
      Dr. Ron Lemenager, Purdue Beef Extension Specialist 

What does the word “stockpile” mean to you? Our understanding of the meaning is to 
“store away for future use.” We are old enough to remember that “stockpile” had the 
connotation of the Soviet Union and the United States manufacturing and storing 
bombs. 
 
Not a happy thought and thankfully the product stored was never used. More recently 
because of Covid-19, some families were stockpiling toilet paper. Some may have 
thought that the most-right word was hoarding! Within forage-livestock agriculture, the 
word stockpiling refers to growing forage in the pasture that can be used at a later time. 
 
A properly managed rotational stocking system allows this to happen. Livestock  
can graze other paddocks (cells) in the late summer and early fall while  
approximately one-fourth of the acreage is restricted from the livestock so the pasture  
can grow forage to be grazed in the late fall and possibly the early winter.  
 
You can see a helpful video with Drs. Johnson and Lemenager produced by Phil Reid 
at BeefTips.info.  

Rotational grazing a pasture permits 
stockpiling forage for grazing in the 

late fall and early winter.  
(Photo Credit: Keith Johnson) 

Late August is an excellent time to apply nitro-
gen for stockpiling forage growth. A blended 

fertilizer of nitrogen, phosphorus, and potassi-
um can be applied if recommended by a soil 

test. (Photo Credit: Keith Johnson) 

https://extension.entm.purdue.edu/newsletters/pestandcrop/author/keith-johnson/
http://beeftips.info/
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IFC President’s Message Fall 2020 

We cannot force someone to hear a message 
they are not ready to receive, but we must 
never underestimate the power of planting a 
seed. 
 
In my career with the Natural Resources Con-
servation Service I have had many mentors tell 
me that planting the seed is the most im-
portant part of our job.  This is not a literal les-
son, although planting grass seed is important 
too, but more figurative since much of what 
we do is advise on management changes to an 
operation.   Many times, providing advice on 
what I see as the best course of action on a 
farm, is not immediately implemented.  I work 
with farmers and grazers who have had ties to 
this land, many times for generations.  It’s not 
easy to have someone come in and tell you to 
change.  But I have always taken the attitude 
that all I can do is plant that seed.  And I have 
been planting seeds for nearly 24 years, now. 

Well this week, I have been humbled as I have 
had multiple calls or emails from just those 
grazers who are now telling me, often many 
years later, that they have implemented my 
recommendations and are seeing great im-
provements. I am absolutely floored that so 
many comments have come in at once and the 
timing could not be more appreciated.  This is 
the reward that comes from planting that 
seed.   
 
I hope this newsletter finds you productive and 
prosperous as we are immersed in the harvest 
season.  And I hope that you are planting that 
seed, both literally and figuratively. 
 

Susannah Hinds 
NRCS Grazingland Specialist 

IFC President 
“Don’t judge each day by the harvest you  

reap, but by the seeds you plant.” 

Hay Bale Size Really Does Matter 
Excerpt from Matt Hersom, University Florida, IFAS Extension Specialist 

The graphic below, shows the proportional amounts of hay that are contained within each of five six-
inch cross-sections of a five foot diameter hay bale. Roughly 1/3 of all the hay in a large round bale is in 
the outer six-inch ring of the bale.  Now consider where does the majority of storage and feeding loss 
occur from a large round bale? From the outer six inches. As bales become smaller the outer six inches 
of the bale becomes a greater 
proportion of the total bale. 
Therefore, as bale size shrinks 
the potential for increased 
storage and feeding loss of 
the hay product also increas-
es. Not only do storage and 
feeding loses rob the cows of 
nutrients, storage and feed-
ing losses rob your money.  A 
bale that costs $45/ton of 
hay now cost $51.75 with 
10% storage loss and a 5% 
feeding loss.  
https://bit.ly/32y2KuN  

Proportion of bale contained within 5 six-inch sections of a Coastal bermu-
dagrass large round bale. (Alachua, FL Photo credit Matt Hersom). 

https://bit.ly/32y2KuN


 

September 2020   5 

Seasonal Tips  
September 

 Complete final forage har-
vest of the growing season 
early in the month. Allow 
at least one month be-
tween harvest and a killing 
freeze.  

 After hay harvest ,fertilize 
to keep stands productive 
(if needed).  

 Graze grass-legume pas-
tures lightly for the re-
mainder of the season or 
rest them so legume 
crown reserves can replen-
ish.  

 Soil test fields intended for 
spring forage seeding and 
apply amendments (lime 
and fertilizer) as soon as 
possible (if needed).  

 Consider seeding winter 
small grains or annual 
ryegrass as a forage for 
use the following spring. 
Sow winter wheat after 
the Hessian fly-free date.  

October 
 A final alfalfa harvest can 

be made in late October 
when growth has stopped 
and the temperature 
drops to 24°F or below. 

 Reduce injury to the leg-
ume stand by removing 
livestock from the pasture 
during excessively wet 
conditions. 

 Overgraze pastures that 
are to be renovated with 
legumes. 

 Consider pasturing corn 
stover as a feed cost re-
duction strategy. 

 In grass tetany problem 
areas, be sure all cows get 
at least 1 ounce of magne-
sium oxide per head daily 
in mineral mix or protein 
supplement. 

 
 
 
 

November 
 Restrict all traffic on leg-

ume hay fields. 
 Check on seed availability 

and price for next spring's 
seeding. 

 Select appropriate forage 
species and varieties for 
the following season. 

 Continue to overgraze pas-
tures that are to be reno-
vated with legumes. 

 On non-erosive and dry 
soils, disturb pastures with 
tillage to prepare the pas-
ture for renovation. 

 Broadcast fall-applied 
herbicides for the control 
of winter-annual weeds in 
legume fields. 

Calendar 
 January 3 – 6, 2021— American Forage and 

Grassland Conference – Savannah, Georgia 
www.afgc.org 

 
 Virtual Purdue Pasture Weed Control Field 

Day – Date to be Determined – An email 
will be sent to the membership 

"Adopt the pace of  nature:  

her secret is patience."  

Ralph Waldo Emerson 

Photo Credit: Honrgu Wang 

www.afgc.org

