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Keeping Family in the Business
By Sarah Hendrickson
Family is the top priority in Dave Friedersdorf’s
life. This was evident while sitting on his porch
looking across his idyllic pond in Jennings County.
Friedersdorf pointed to their old house where
one daughter lives, then explained that two other
daughters live in houses they built on the 200plus acre property. He smiled and said his fourth
daughter hopes to build a house there soon.

The operation grew so large over the years that
Friedersdorf decided to scale back and chose to
tackle starting a new career. Today, his herd consists of around 30 Angus-Simmental crosses that
he manages with a rotational grazing system.

The idyllic pond was not built just to have something to look at. It was built for family. Friedersdorf explained that he and his wife wanted a
pond for the grandkids to enjoy. Recently, the
whole family square baled a hay field. The day
was especially hot, so the family jumped in the
pond to cool off.
Dave Friedersdorf in front of the pond he and
his family enjoy throughout the year.

Dave Friedersdorf with his Angus-Simmental herd.

He sells cattle as breeding stock, bred heifers, or
as feeder calves. The feeder calves are then sold
to local butchers and the beef goes to local families. Friedersdorf said he loves the work that
brings him back to his farming roots but admits
that it is more of a hobby.
When Friedersdorf saw the opportunity to venture into sales with CLAAS, an agricultural equipment manufacturer he jumped on it. CLAAS allowed Friedersdorf to move through different
“Seeing the family having a good time playing in company roles that fit into his family and lifestyle.
the pond was the reason why it was built,” FrieHis self-driven personality allowed him to grow
dersdorf remarked.
his sales of the forage harvester from northeast
Indiana to 11 states. For Friedersdorf, working
After graduating from Purdue in 1972, Friedersdorf and his wife returned to his home and joined with CLAAS is about helping forage producers by
adding value to their lives.
in the family farm operation.
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“You don’t have to sell, because you’re offering
a service,” he said.
This awareness led to dealer development for
North America and then to the baler and hay
tool business unit. Friedersdorf’s collaboration
with his team furthered the family dynamic.
From his experience as a farmer, Friedersdorf is
aware of the balance that farmers need between best management practices and the realities of farm life. Friedersdorf said he enjoys
teaching farmers about the equipment, because
CLAAS Forage Harvester in front of CLAAS Parts and
it has the potential to make their lives easier and
Logistics center in Columbus, IN
allow them to focus on their families. Believing
in the value of the equipment’s ability to help
farmers motivates Friedersdorf.
CLAAS now has him working on special projects
“You have to believe in what you are doing,” he as the distribution development manager for
baler and hay tool dealer recruitment. This posisaid. “It’s not just promising, but proving, that
tion allows him to utilize more innovative and
the equipment works.”
out-of-the box thinking, which appeals to FrieFriedersdorf recalled one experience while sell- dersdorf’s way of doing things. And even though
ing baleage equipment in Texas in the early
CLAAS keeps his schedule busy, he always looks
2000s. He said he and his team introduced
out for his family and makes sure others can do
baleage and how it worked to a farmer by
the same.
demonstrating the forage harvester. The farmer
As a family run, yet international business,
liked it so well that he, and even some of his
neighbors, invested in forage harvesters. These CLAAS helps Friedersdorf keep his priorities at
the forefront at work as well as at home. Just
harvesters helped the farmers, and their famispend a short time with Friedersdorf and you
lies, make it through a severe drought that hit
will witness how close his family is to each other.
Texas that year.
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National Forage Week –
A Time To Celebrate Forages
Date: June 24, 2020 - Included in Pest & Crop Newsletter Issue: 2020.13
By: Keith Johnson, Purdue Forage Specialist and
Elysia Rodgers, DeKalb County ANR Educator

This information is in memory of Lawrence Duncan, a dedicated grain and
livestock farmer whose passion was breeding Hereford cattle. He was
passionate about forages, too, stating “Grass is King around here”. And he
didn’t mean corn!

National Forage Week (June 21 – 27) is coming to a close. The leadership
team of the Indiana Forage Council, a not-for- profit organization, decided it
was appropriate to share on the council’s Facebook page the contributions
forage crops provide the world. If you didn’t see the daily posts, they are
featured throughout this newsletter.
The following information was developed many years ago to introduce children to forages. Enjoy meeting Freddy as he learns about forages. Please
share the video and coloring book with young and old! https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=h2hw9emYe20&feature=emb_title
Coloring book https://ag.purdue.edu/agry/k12/Documents/
FreddyFriends.pdf
Celebrate every day with an appreciation for all that forages do for the
world. Have some ice cream. It’s a great indirect way for people to eat alfalfa and corn silage!
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IFC President’s Message Summer 2020
What a summer this is coming to be. The
COVID-19 pandemic continues to interrupt
many of our typical activities, like shopping, dining and traveling. And yet, on the
farm, the activities like making hay, and
caring for livestock, continue day by day.

of service in that role. Anna is passing the
torch to Elysia Rodgers. Elysia is already
proving such a creative force; she was responsible for creating each of the graphics
for National Forage Week, June 21-28 and
posting those to our IFC Facebook page. I
thank each of them for sharing their talIFC leadership has made the decision to
postpone our Grazing Schools to the sum- ents in providing information to our memmer of 2021. We had intended to try to fit bership. If you aren’t already following us
them in late this summer or fall but would on Facebook, find us at Indiana Forage
Council.
rather wait until next year rather than
need to limit attendees or run into fall
I hope that you are all doing well and conconflicts with silage and crop harvest.
tinue to do so. I look forward to our conKeep an eye out for details after the turn tinued service to our IFC membership.
of the year as we get those rescheduled.
Best regards,
We have had a change in editors of our
IFC newsletter. I would like to express sincere thanks to Anna Morrow for her years

Susannah Hinds
IFC President

Be like the single blade of grass,
for she too, has been trampled on, mowed down,
and hit with such bitterly cold stretches that
she had to shut down to survive.
Yet she still stands upright with dignity,
knowing that she endures,
and still she dances with the wind.
~Sandra Kring
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September 3, 2020: Forage Management Field
Day at Southern IN Purdue Ag Center– CANCELED

Upcoming Events

Date TBD: Virtual Pasture Weed Control Field Day. Stay tuned for updates!

Check the IFC website, indianaforage.org, for updates!

Seasonal Tips
July
Continue scouting for potato leafhopper.
Control grazing and include supplemental forage during periods of low pasture production.
Remove livestock from cool-season grass pastures and place on summer-annual grass pastures if available.
Cut hay if ready for harvest.
Till fields intended for an August seeding in
northern Indiana. Incorporate recommended
fertilizer.
If you typically buy hay for winterfeeding, consider buying it out of the field from a local producer now.
Cut brush and unwanted trees in pasture; treat
stumps with herbicide.
August
South: Till fields intended for August seeding by midmonth . Incorporate recommended
fertilizers and pre-plant herbicides. Sow new
pasture or hay fields by late in the month.
North: Sow new pasture or hay fields early
in the month.
Adjust soil pH (if necessary) by adding limestone to pastures where legumes will be sown
during late winter.
Rotate pastures, scout for potato leafhopper,
and harvest hay when it is ready.
During periods of drought, implement precautionary measures to prevent nitrate toxicity.
Consider sowing small grains, annual ryegrass,
or forage turnips for fall grazing if idle land exists.
Late in the month, apply approximately 50
pounds of nitrogen fertilizer per acre to coolseason grasses that will be stockpiled for late
fall and early winter.
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September
Complete final forage harvest of the growing
season. Allow at least one month between harvest and a killing freeze.
After hay harvest ,fertilize to keep stands productive (if needed). A good rule of thumb: Apply
15 pounds of P2O5 and 60 pounds of K2O per
year for each ton of alfalfa hay harvested.
Graze grass-legume pastures lightly for the remainder of the season or rest them so legume
crown reserves can replenish.
Soil test fields intended for spring forage seeding and apply amendments (lime and fertilizer)
as soon as possible (if needed).
Harvest corn silage when grain is physiologically mature (1/2—2/3 milk line).
Scout new alfalfa fields for potato leafhopper.
The insect can be especially harmful to young
alfalfa seedlings.
Consider seeding winter small grains or annual
ryegrass as a forage for use the following
spring. Sow winter wheat after the Hessian flyfree date.
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