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Andrew Brown is a sixth-

generation cattle farmer who 

utilizes practices that have 

been passed on from his     

ancestors for decades. At the 

same time, he also knows that 

if you aren’t moving forward, 

you’re getting left behind. This 

knowledge pushes Brown to 

innovate.  

“There’s a lot of things you 

can do to improve your opera-

tion,” said Brown, a district 

conservationist at the USDA-

Natural Resources Conserva-

tion Service in Fountain Coun-

ty and an Indiana Council    

producer representative. “I   

encourage everyone to try 

something new once a year, 

just tweak something.” 

Brown co-owns and manages 

a Shorthorn operation in 

Parke County that is owned 

by his aunt, Adrene Brown, 

and his father, Bruce Brown. 

At any given time, he utilizes 

a minimum of an eight-

paddock rotation. There is a 

lot of timber surrounding the 

paddocks, so the terrain can 

be difficult to access. But he 

knows that dealing with these 

challenges are the best for the 

land’s health.  

Brown said he believes this 

rotational practice provides 

the “best rest” for the pas-

tures. By rotating his herd 

among the paddocks, he can 

give each paddock a 45- to 60

-day rest period before the 

Shorthorns graze the area 

again. Brown credits his 9-to-

5 job with the NRCS with    

inspiring him to incorporate     

intensive grazing. 

“I saw first-hand that by using 

intensive grazing, you would 

graze half and leave half, and 

then it comes back better than 

before,” Brown said. “The root 

system is better, there’s more 

vegetation, and the longevity 

is better too.” 

His paddocks contain a varie-

ty of forage species — from 

orchardgrass to red clover — 

but he also incorporates grass 

hay and legumes to provide 

energy in his cows’ diets and 

nitrogen production in the soil.  

Brown’s current cow-calf oper-

ation consists of abut 35 cows 
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Top: Andrew and 

wife Lori Brown. 

Side: Andrew 

walks his Short-

horn herd up from 

the pasture.  
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and the main focus is selling 

feeder calves. He has found 

that spring calving (mid-March 

through late April) has the most 

positive impact on grazing and 

he plans to keep it that way. 

Through his trial-and-error sys-

tem, Brown said he found that 

calving this way works best to 

gradually extend the grazing 

season and minimize grain 

feeding.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

His daughter, Elise Brown, is 

becoming more involved and 

interested in the farm, so     

Andrew Brown said he sees 

another opportunity to adapt 

and survive while maintaining 

the old ways. Andrew Brown 

predicts and hopes that some-

day they will find a niche in 

marketing grass-finished beef. 

He said his daughter (drawing 

on her Purdue Agricultural 

Communication degree) can 

help market the operation.  

“It’s all about old ideas versus 

new ways,” Brown said.  

Brown said he knows that con-

sidering his daughter’s ideas 

will be a key part to growing 

their operation. Just as he 

encourages people to try 

new things as an NRCS 

conservationist, so he has 

been willing to listen to    

others, including his daugh-

ter. Listening to others is an 

important aspect of farming 

that Brown said many 

people overlook.  

“Farmers just do better if 

they network,” Brown 

said.  

And networking and lis-

tening has allowed 

Brown and his operation to 

not only survive, but thrive. 

Continued from page 1... 

Above: Andrew 

bales hay for winter 

feeding. Side: 

Brown’s spring 

calves fit best in his 

operation and will 

be marketed as 

feeder calves.  

Photos by Elise 

Brown. 
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Don’t Let Thin Livestock Happen  

Sample, Test, Allocate and Balance  

Keith D. Johnson—Purdue Extension Forage Specialist 

(765) 494-4800  

What a year it has been so far! Was 
there mud as livestock were fed this 
past winter? Did winter-damaged   
alfalfa fields occur and did pastures 
where livestock spent the winter look 
like a mud volleyball tournament had 
been played? What about delayed 
seedings or fields where Prevent Plant-
ed acres were declared? And what 
about harvesting hay for the first time 
in late June or as Independence Day 
was being celebrated? One thing in 
common about all of these matters is 
that there was little control over 
them. 

What about the first time        
harvested cool-season grasses 
and legumes in late June or early 
July? Forage quality is going to 
be impacted in a big way. Protein 
levels will be lower and fiber   
levels will be higher. Forage    
intake and digestibility will be 
compromised. If livestock        
producers don’t take control of 
the matter, there will be livestock 
losing body condition as the     
winter progresses. Severe loss of 
body condition will impact off-
spring and reproduction. It 
doesn’t need to be this way. What 
should be done? Sample, test, 
allocate and balance. 

Sample - Detailed information about 
sampling hay and silage can be found 
at the website www.foragetesting.org. 
A sample will be from a field of similar 
forages and harvested within a day 
having similar environmental           
conditions. Collecting a representative 
hay sample will require use of a hay 
probe. Many Purdue Extension offices 
have a hay probe that can be loaned 
for collecting a sample. At least twenty 
probings will comprise a sample. For 
large round bales, take a probing on 
each side of the circumference of the 

bale from each of ten bales. From each 
of twenty small rectangular bales, take 
one probing on a butt end. If large   
rectangular bales are being used, take 
a probing on each butt end from ten 
bales. If baleage is being sampled, tape 
the hole made by the probe with re-
pair tape from a plastic wrap provider. 
Do not use duct tape. Immediately, 
place the probings in a ziplock plastic 
bag and identify the forage types, date 
of harvest, and identification words  
 

(example: alfalfa-orchardgrass, 30   
percent alfalfa, 6/28/19, 20 acres north 
of barn). As you sample the bales, do a 
sensory analysis of each hay type and 
record this information for later       
referral, too (examples: musty, moldy, 
trace of Canada thistle, poor leaf      
retention). 
Test – Send the samples, preferably, to 
a certified testing laboratory. These 
laboratories are listed at 
www.foragetesting.org. A basic test 
would include moisture, protein,     
adjusted crude protein, acid detergent 
fiber, neutral detergent fiber, and  

minerals. Each laboratory will have 
their own submission sheets that need 
to be filled out and included with the 
samples when shipped or delivered. A 
reasonable fee will be assessed.     
Analyses will likely be completed and 
results received within ten days. 
Allocate – When results from all hay 
and silage samples are returned,     
arrange results from low to high forage 
quality. Use Relative Feed Value or 
Relative Forage Quality terms found 
within the dry matter column, not the 

“as is” column, as a starting point to 
arrange the results. Higher quality 
hay or silage would be best allocated 
for use when livestock are lactating 
and need higher forage quality as 
compared to mid-gestation when 
nutritional requirements are less. 

Balance – To get the most from the 
time taken to sample and test the 
forages, it is important to enlist the 
help of a trained livestock nutrition-
ist that can fine tune rations with the 
addition of protein, energy and/or 
mineral supplements along with the 
hay and silage being fed. Purdue 
Extension Specialists and Educators 
trained in animal nutrition as their 
specialty, feed company personnel, 
and livestock nutrition consultants 
can be helpful in balancing rations 

for different classes of livestock. 

Forage testing is a “Best Management 
Practice every year”. But, with the very 
common late first-harvest of hay and 
silage in 2019, it is a necessity to     
analyze forages this fall so proper 
supplementation can occur. Being  
proactive and wise will keep livestock 
in good condition. 

Proper sampling of hay with a forage probe is 

the first step in using test results to develop 

rations that will keep livestock in excellent 

body condition during the winter.  

Photo courtesy of Keith Johnson. 

http://www.foragetesting.org
http://www.foragetesting.org
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Seasonal Tips  
September 

Complete final forage harvest of the growing 

season. Allow at least one month between 

harvest and a killing freeze.  

After hay harvest fertilize to keep stands    

productive (if needed). A good rule of thumb: 

Apply 15 pounds of P2O5 and 60 pounds of 

K2O per year for each ton of alfalfa hay     

harvested.  

Graze grass-legume pastures lightly for the 

remainder of the season or rest them so    

legume crown reserves can replenish.  

Provide poloxalene supplements to ruminant 

livestock grazing bloat-causing legume pas-

tures, especially during lush growth periods.  

Soil test fields intended for spring forage 

seeding and apply amendments (lime and   

fertilizer) as soon as possible (if needed).  

Harvest corn silage when the grain is physio-

logically mature (when black layer forms). 

Scout new alfalfa fields for potato leafhopper. 

The insect can be especially harmful to young 

alfalfa seedlings.  

Consider seeding winter small grains or annu-

al ryegrass as a forage for use the following 

spring. Sow winter wheat after the Hessian fly

-free date.  

 

 

October 

A final alfalfa harvest can be made late in the 

month after growth has stopped and the tem-

perature drops to 24°F or below. Preferably, 

graze the growth or harvest it as silage.  

Remove livestock from excessively wet      

legume stands to reduce plant injury.  

Overgraze pastures that are to be renovated 

with legumes.  

Graze corn residues as a feed cost-reduction 

strategy.  

In areas with a history of grass tetany      

problems, be sure to give cows at least 1 

ounce of magnesium oxide per head per day 

in their mineral mix or protein supplement.  

Use sorghum-sudangrass before a killing 

freeze to avoid prussic acid poisoning.  

September 20-21, 2019: Hoosier Sheep Symposium 

& Annual Meeting—Southern Indiana Purdue Ag Center, See indianasheep.com 

October 3, 2019: Twilight Forage and Cattle Tour—Feldun-Purdue Agricultural Center 

October 29-30, 2019: Heart of America Grazing Conference — Burlington, KY 

December 10, 2019 through January 15, 2020: Indiana Beef Cattle Association/Purdue 

Extension Area Beef Meetings— See www.indianabeef.org 

January 5-8, 2020: American Forage and Grassland Conference—Greenville, SC         

See www.afgc.org  

Check the IFC website, indianaforage.org, for updates! 

Upcoming Events 

indianasheep.com
http://www.indianabeef.org
http://www.afgc.org
http://www.indianaforage.org

