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Indiana Forage Council
Wildcat Valley
Farms
By Shailin Heckard
Mimicking nature is just one
way to be a good steward of
the land. At Wildcat Valley
Farms, they’re attempting to
do just that according to Josh
Cox, the owner and operator
of the operation.

Kylie, Eli, and Samuel Cox stand in one of Wildcat Valley Farm’s pastures. Not
pictured are Cade and Brynlee Cox . Photo by Josh Cox.

had this one focus. Today, the
farm focuses on genetics to
Following nature is an approach that has helped Wild- get a profitable and
cat Valley Farms thrive in their phenotypically pleasing calf.
niche of recipient cows, or
When he was growing up,
recips. Recip cows are essen- Cox wanted to start showing,
tially surrogate mothers for
so his dad bought him an
calves, and Cox said he found Angus heifer to show. That’s
this was the best way to utilize when Cox said phenotype bemany females in his herd. The gan to matter. That heifer also
Tippecanoe County farm has began changes at Wildcat
a big portfolio that includes
Valley Farms. The family
forages, row crops, and livebegan buying higher quality
stock — primarily a herd of 95 cows so they could sell and
recip cattle. To keep the herd raise calves to show.
healthy, the operators grow a Although this was a good
diverse mix of forage crops
idea, the Cox’s later realized
and rotate the cows through
that marketing the progeny
12 paddocks.
was not their strong suit and
The Cox family has been rais- they had plenty of other things
ing livestock for many years, to tend to. So they prioritized
recip cows which kept them
but the herd hasn’t always
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raising quality cattle without
the constant attention to
marketing.
Jerry LeFevers is the herdsman at Wildcat Valley and is
an essential part of everyday
operations. LeFevers takes
every step possible to make
sure the herd is in its’ best
health and thriving while fitting
the purpose of the operation.

“We’ve got to pay attention to
what the cows are eating 60
days before breeding,” LeFevers said. “Their nutrition really plays a part in how their
body reacts to an embryo,
and that’s a priority here.”
To keep the cows healthy,
they are fed a mix of different
forage crops and move from
one paddock to another.
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This mix of forages provides
them with a lot of nutrition suited to the special needs of
these particular livestock.
These cows never go without
the right amount of protein,
minerals, vitamins, and other
essential nutrients to ensure
they get bred.
“It’s fun to watch the cows pick
through different forages with
different maturity rates,”
LeFevers said. “This offers a
lot of opportunities in grazing,
although we have by no means
perfected our forages.”
To keep up with the nutritional
needs of such a diverse group
of cows, Wildcat Valley applies
a variety of strategies to
produce what they need. The
operation has 12 different pastures where they can rotate the
proper cattle at the right time
depending on what is maturing
in the pasture at the time.
Twelve may seem like a lot of
different places to rotate a herd
to, but geographic obstacles
mean they don’t have large,
clutter-free areas. The operation is hemmed in by woods to
the north, houses to the south,
creek bottom to the east, and I65 to the west.

Diverse forage mix at Wildcat Valley Farms.
Photo by Josh Cox.

Our only other option would be
to do it like they did in the old
west and stop traffic,”
LeFevers said.

the diverse group of cows
they have.
“Trying to stockpile forages
is a little more challenging,
but the idea is to rotate
cows and give a month to a
month-and-a-half between
each paddock in the summer,” Cox said.

With this in mind, Cox strategically combines the forage
needs for his growing herd with
the needs of the row crop farm.
One way to make more room is
to simply transform corn and
The Cox’s and their crew
soybean ground to forages, but are always thinking about
Cox has other ideas.
the future — whether it be
The farm is currently changing their livestock or their
some row crop ground into
families. This in turn has
organic acres, which requires kept it a family business
“detox time.” Cox’s idea is to
and shaped one generation
use the detox years as an
after the next. It truly is a
opportunity for the cattle to
team operation. Each pergraze the land. On these fields, son offers a little different
“If I could
get a tunnel Cox and LeFevers often put a perspective than the others
13-way forage cocktail mix.
to keep the operation prounder 65 to
This mix consists of radishes, gressing.
get us to
turnips, sunflowers, sorghum, “We’re doing things a little
the other
and different grasses. The pair different to see what works
side, it
have found this to be the best and what doesn’t,” Cox
would be
way to suit the operation and
great.
said.
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Forage Use on an Organic Farm and Wildlife Habitat –
Topics at Indiana Forage Council’s Annual Meeting and Seminar
February 28, 2019
West Lafayette, IN – As part
of its annual meeting and
seminar on February 28, the
Indiana Forage Council (IFC)
has invited two individuals to
discuss how forages can be
used to produce pastureraised meat and provide habitat for wildlife.

is located within Turkey Run
Sara Creech, owner of Blue
State Park, Marshall, IN. The
Yonder Organic Farm in Hen- annual meeting for members
drick’s County, will share how and anyone interested starts
personal tragedy led to heal- at 4:30 p.m. EST and is foling through farming and how lowed by dinner at 6 p.m. The
working with nature leads to
seminar, featuring Creech
restoration and hope. What
and Brooke, begins at 7 p.m.
began as a garden project for
growing quality healthy proAttending the annual meeting
Jarred Brooke, Purdue Uniduce for her family has grown is not required for participaversity Wildlife Specialist, will into a fully functioning farm
tion at the dinner and semidiscuss common farmland
growing all kinds of produce
nar. The cost to attend the
wildlife, their habitat needs,
as well as pasture raised
dinner and seminar is $20.
and steps landowners can
meats.
Attendees are requested to
take to integrate wildlife that
RSVP by February 21 to Jaare less common today as
The annual meeting will be
son Tower,
compared to several decades held February 28 at the Turtowerj@purdue.edu or 812ago back into their farms.
key Run State Park Inn which 678-4427.
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2019 Heart of America Grazing Conference Wrap-up
Jason Tower
Indiana Forage Council President and Heart of America Grazing Conference
Executive Committee Chairman
The Indiana Forage Council organized and hosted the 17th
annual Heart of America Grazing Conference this past
January 22 – 23, 2019. The event was well attended by
producers, and educational and state agricultural personnel. The conference would not have been possible without
receipt of a livestock promotion grant from the Indiana
State Department of Agriculture.
Great attendance made for a nice
conference. Photo by Anna Morrow.

Trade show vendors. Photo by Anna Morrow.
Also very important to our event were our corporate sponsors; Grazing Systems Supply, The CISCO Companies, Beck’s
Hybrids, Missouri Grazing Lands Conservation Intiative
(GLCI)/Forage Council and Illinois GLCI. Through the efforts
of these organizations and companies, as well as our many
tradeshow vendors, the conference was able to be offered
at a reasonable registration cost.
Featured speakers for the event included Dr. RP Cooke, 499
Ranch, and Dr. Dennis Fennewald, Tennessee Tech
University, working together to cover the topics of “Grazing
to Change Pasture Composition” and “Strategic
Supplementation on Pasture.” We also had the pleasure of

having Dr. Scott Barao, Jorgenson Family Foundation –
Hedgeapple Farm, cover two great topics, “Starting a Grassfed Beef Operation” and “Selecting the Correct Genetics for
a Forage-based Beef Operation.” Other topics of interest
during the conference included “Grazing Technologies” and
“Red Clover, More than Just Nitrogen.”
Special thanks goes out to all the conference speakers that
shared a wealth of information on a broad range of topics.
Big thanks also goes to the Indiana Forage Council board
members for all their help and input prior to the event and
during the event to allow all things to run smoothly.

Dr Barao, left.
Dr. Cooke, right.
Photos by Anna Morrow.

Dr. RP Cooke and attendees listen to presentations.

The 18th Heart of America Grazing Conference will be held
this fall, October 29 – 30, 2019, in Burlington, Kentucky.
This event is being organized by our friends in Kentucky.
The conference will feature Jim Gerrish. We look forward
to seeing you at the Heart of America Grazing Conference
this fall.

Photo by Anna Morrow.
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Upcoming Events
February 28, 2019: IFC Annual Meeting—Turkey Run State Park
March 6, 2019: Southern Indiana Grazing Conference—Crane, IN
For more information contact the Daviess County SWCD at 812-254-4780, Ext 3

View the Event Page
June 21-22, 2019: Grazing 102—Southern Indiana Purdue Ag Center

Check the new IFC website, indianaforage.org, for updates!

Seasonal Tips
February
Frost seed legumes in pastures that contain
less than 30 percent legumes (if not done in
January).
Remove livestock from corn residue fields (if
not done earlier) to avoid soil compaction.
Frost seed legumes into winter small-grain
fields.
Apply appropriate herbicides in alfalfa
(if necessary) to control winter-annual grass
and broadleaf weeds.
March
Finish renovating pastures by mid-March.
Scout alfalfa fields for heaving and winter
injury. If you find severe damage, introduce
another legume or grass, or make plans to
rotate to another crop.
Test areas of soil for late-summer seedings.
If necessary, apply lime now.
Apply pre-plant herbicides for legume seedings or consider using a companion crop like
spring oats.
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Apply approximately two-thirds of the annual
nitrogen fertilizer to grass pastures.
Seed new pasture or hay fields to recommended forages when soil conditions permit.
In areas with a history of grass tetany problems, be sure to give cows at least 1 ounce of
magnesium oxide per head per day in their
mineral mix or protein supplement.
April
Turn out livestock when pasture has adequate
growth. Graze intensively in pastures newly
seeded with legumes to reduce competition
from grasses.
Begin scouting for alfalfa weevil.

If grain production is desired, remove livestock
from fall-seeded small grains prior to jointing
(when you can feel the nodes at bases of
plants).
Provide poloxalene (or other bloat-reducing
management practices) when ruminants graze
bloat-causing legumes.
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