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ñWe may have to start adding 

goat into that name,ò said 

Mark Kepler, who operates 

Olive Trail Cattle Company. 

While he has been slow to 

change the name of his       

operation, heôs never been 

slow to embrace innovation 

and change. 

Kepler operates his cattle,   

forage, and (yes) goat farm in 

southern Marshall County 

where the family farm has a 

rich history that extends over 

100 years.  

The forage base plays a sig-

nificant part in the everyday 

life on this farm. About 25 

years ago, one of Keplerôs 

pastures in his four-field rota-

tion was seeded with alfalfa. 

This, along with forages like 

red clover, are still being used 

in Keplerôs rotation. He was 

thinking about the future even 

25 years ago, which Is an out-

look for a forage producer, 

because what you do today 

will continue to affect you to-

morrow. All those years ago, 

when many producers were 

only having livestock graze 

one large    pasture, Kepler 

was rotating his cattle among 

four paddocks in the pasture. 

He was an early adopter of 

this rotational practice when 

he first saw it action in South 

Dakota.  

It started while he was       

earning his masterôs degree at 

South Dakota State Universi-

ty. While studying, he met his 

wife Roberta and saw her 

familyôs farm. Robertaôs family 

farm taught Kepler lessons 

that still resonate at Olive 

Trail, like the four-paddock 

rotation practice.  

To get their start in Indiana, 

Mark and Roberta brought 10 

purebred Angus cows from 

her familyôs herd in South   

Dakota. At one point, the Kep-

lers were up to 30 cows. They 

started raising goats for their 

children who were participat-

ing in 4-H. At first, they raised 

dairy goats, then they incorpo-

rated meat goats. Kepler likes 

a meat-dairy goat cross as he 

has found their kids to be bet-

ter mothers.  
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ñIôm confident that our goats 

ought to have a little dairy in 

them, because their mothers 

are good milkers,ò Kepler      

explained. 

Chicory is an important part of 

the goatsô diet. This perennial 

grows tall, which allows the 

goats to eat up off of the 

ground instead of eating closer 

to the soil surface where they 

can consume harmful, parasitic 

worms along with their meal. 

Kepler is always looking for the 

best way to do things. 

ñThere are so many different 

types of forages, and thatôs 

why itôs important to know what 

to put where,ò he said. 

Kepler said there are a variety 

of factors that can influence 

what you can grow              

successfully and where. This 

causes challenges for both 

types of Keplerôs livestock    

species. One of those is that 

his pasture was often too dry 

this summer, so he kept the 

cows off it for a while.  

ñThey donôt like being fed baled 

hay, theyôd rather be here,ò he 

said standing in the pasture.  

Along with weather challenges, 

Kepler has seen problems with 

Carolina horsenettle.  

ñYou can spray 

it, sure, but 

youôre going to 

kill the clover 

and alfalfa,ò he 

said. 

 

Kepler also embraces change 

because itôs part of his career 

ð he is the Purdue Extension-

Fulton County extension       

director. He began working for 

Purdue Extension in Lake 

County in 1985, and feels that 

learning new practices is an 

important part of his duty both 

as an educator and a producer. 

He is an early adopter and 

evangelist for best practices. 

That also means recognizing 

what is best for an individual 

property and producer.  

ñThe best use of this ground is 

cattle and forages,ò he said 

about Olive Trail. 

He enjoys the rolling ground 

for his cattle, and knows the 

ground is most profitable 

with forages on it. He be-

lieves that the highly ero-

sive ground is best suited 

for livestock pastures. 

So, the Keplers keep their 

land in pastures and          

forages for their animals. 

Kepler has worked hard to 

be a good steward of the 

land, and he plans to     

continue to do just that. 

Heôs like a lot of forage     

producers, he knows the 

land is in his care.  
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