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“We may have to start adding 

goat into that name,” said 

Mark Kepler, who operates 

Olive Trail Cattle Company. 

While he has been slow to 

change the name of his       

operation, he’s never been 

slow to embrace innovation 

and change. 

Kepler operates his cattle,   

forage, and (yes) goat farm in 

southern Marshall County 

where the family farm has a 

rich history that extends over 

100 years.  

The forage base plays a sig-

nificant part in the everyday 

life on this farm. About 25 

years ago, one of Kepler’s 

pastures in his four-field rota-

tion was seeded with alfalfa. 

This, along with forages like 

red clover, are still being used 

in Kepler’s rotation. He was 

thinking about the future even 

25 years ago, which Is an out-

look for a forage producer, 

because what you do today 

will continue to affect you to-

morrow. All those years ago, 

when many producers were 

only having livestock graze 

one large    pasture, Kepler 

was rotating his cattle among 

four paddocks in the pasture. 

He was an early adopter of 

this rotational practice when 

he first saw it action in South 

Dakota.  

It started while he was       

earning his master’s degree at 

South Dakota State Universi-

ty. While studying, he met his 

wife Roberta and saw her 

family’s farm. Roberta’s family 

farm taught Kepler lessons 

that still resonate at Olive 

Trail, like the four-paddock 

rotation practice.  

To get their start in Indiana, 

Mark and Roberta brought 10 

purebred Angus cows from 

her family’s herd in South   

Dakota. At one point, the Kep-

lers were up to 30 cows. They 

started raising goats for their 

children who were participat-

ing in 4-H. At first, they raised 

dairy goats, then they incorpo-

rated meat goats. Kepler likes 

a meat-dairy goat cross as he 

has found their kids to be bet-

ter mothers.  

Olive Trail 

Cattle Company 

By Shailin Heckard  

Mark Kepler and his son Luke evaluate a pasture at Olive Tree Cattle Company. 

Photo by Shailin Heckard. 
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“I’m confident that our goats 

ought to have a little dairy in 

them, because their mothers 

are good milkers,” Kepler      

explained. 

Chicory is an important part of 

the goats’ diet. This perennial 

grows tall, which allows the 

goats to eat up off of the 

ground instead of eating closer 

to the soil surface where they 

can consume harmful, parasitic 

worms along with their meal. 

Kepler is always looking for the 

best way to do things. 

“There are so many different 

types of forages, and that’s 

why it’s important to know what 

to put where,” he said. 

Kepler said there are a variety 

of factors that can influence 

what you can grow              

successfully and where. This 

causes challenges for both 

types of Kepler’s livestock    

species. One of those is that 

his pasture was often too dry 

this summer, so he kept the 

cows off it for a while.  

“They don’t like being fed baled 

hay, they’d rather be here,” he 

said standing in the pasture.  

Along with weather challenges, 

Kepler has seen problems with 

Carolina horsenettle.  

“You can spray 

it, sure, but 

you’re going to 

kill the clover 

and alfalfa,” he 

said. 

 

Kepler also embraces change 

because it’s part of his career 

— he is the Purdue Extension-

Fulton County extension       

director. He began working for 

Purdue Extension in Lake 

County in 1985, and feels that 

learning new practices is an 

important part of his duty both 

as an educator and a producer. 

He is an early adopter and 

evangelist for best practices. 

That also means recognizing 

what is best for an individual 

property and producer.  

“The best use of this ground is 

cattle and forages,” he said 

about Olive Trail. 

He enjoys the rolling ground 

for his cattle, and knows the 

ground is most profitable 

with forages on it. He be-

lieves that the highly ero-

sive ground is best suited 

for livestock pastures. 

So, the Keplers keep their 

land in pastures and          

forages for their animals. 

Kepler has worked hard to 

be a good steward of the 

land, and he plans to     

continue to do just that. 

He’s like a lot of forage     

producers, he knows the 

land is in his care.  

Continued from page 1... 

Mark Kepler walks through a pasture at Olive Tree Cattle Company.  

Photo by Shailin Heckard. 
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Heart of America Grazing Conference Comes to Indiana  

January 22-23, 2019  

Keynote speakers include: 

  Dr. Keith Johnson, Forage Extension Specialist, Purdue University 

  Dr. Scott Barao, Executive Director, Jorgensen Family Foundation 

  Dr. R.P. Cooke, owner 499 Ranch, writer Beef Producer Magazine 

  Dr. Dennis Fennewald, Tennessee Tech University 

  Dr. Ray Smith, Forage Extension Specialist, University of Kentucky 

  Dr. Grant Burcham, Director, Heeke Animal Disease Diagnostic Laboratory 

  Dr. Scott Flynn, Pasture and Land Management, Corteva Agriscience 

 Topics include: 

  Starting a Grass-Fed Beef Operation 

  Changing Pasture Composition through Grazing Management 

  Grazing Technologies and Gadgets 

  Red Clover, More than Just Nitrogen 

  Forage Related Animal Disorders 

  Matching Forage Resources to Livestock Stage of Production 

  Understanding Forage Plant Growth and Rest Requirements 

The Ferdinand Community Center is located at 1710 Community Dr. Ferdinand, IN 47532. 

Source:  Jason Tower, 812-678-4427, towerj@purdue.edu 

FERDINAND, IN – Producers 

interested in improving their 

grazing management or look-

ing to start a grass-finished 

beef enterprise should      

consider attending the Heart 

of America Grazing Confer-

ence January 22 and 23 to 

hear from leaders in the    

grazing industry. 

 The Indiana Forage 

Council is organizing the 2019 

conference.  The Heart of 

America Grazing Conference 

is an annual event that moves 

around the Midwest.  The 

host site for the conference is 

the Ferdinand Community 

Center in Ferdinand, Indiana.   

Registration for the event will 

be $90 if registration is com-

pleted by December 31, 2018.  

Prices increase after this 

date.  Registration information 

is available at 

www.indianaforage.org.      

According to Dr. Keith John-

son, “The Heart of America 

Grazing Conference is a great 

opportunity for all forage-

livestock producers.  This 

multi-state educational event 

brings individuals from farms, 

agribusinesses and educa-

tion/service providers together 

to network with one another 

about how to improve grazing 

management systems.” 

 

http://www.indianaforage.org
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Seasonal Tips  

November 

Restrict all traffic on legume hay fields. 

Check on seed availability and prices for next 

spring’s seeding. 

Select appropriate forage species and         

varieties for the following season. 

Continue to overgraze pastures that are to be 

renovated with legumes. 

Broadcast fall-applied herbicides to control 

winter-annual weeds in legume fields             

(if necessary). 

 

Graze corn residues as a feed cost-reduction 

strategy. 

Graze winter small grains if growth is       

abundant and soils are firm. 

December 

Begin feeding legume hay or a protein supple-

ment fortified with Vitamin A to livestock that 

are grazing corn residues (if necessary). 

Calculate the costs and returns associated 

with the forage enterprise this year. 

 

December 2-5, 2018: 7th National Grazing Lands Conference—Reno, Nevada 

Dec 10, 2018-Jan 15, 2019: IN Beef Cattle Association and Purdue Regional Meetings  

January 6-9, 2019: American Forage and Grassland Conference—St Louis, MO 

January 22-23, 2019: Heart of America Grazing Conference hosted by IFC 

 Ferdinand Community Center, Ferdinand, IN 

January 26, 2019: Indiana Beef Cattle Association Meeting and Convention 

 Sheraton North  Indianapolis, IN 

February 1-2, 2019: Northern Indiana Grazing Conference—Michiana Event Center 

For more information call the LaGrange County SWCD office at 260-463-3471 Ext 3 

February 6, 2019: Indiana Dairy Forum—French Lick Springs Hotel 

February 28, 2019: IFC Annual Meeting—Turkey Run State Park  

March 6, 2019: Southern Indiana Grazing Conference—Crane, IN  

 For more information contact the Daviess County SWCD at 812-254-4780, Ext 3  

June 21-22, 2019: Grazing 102—Southern Indiana Purdue Ag Center 

Check the new IFC website, indianaforage.org, for updates! 

Upcoming Events 

http://www.indianaforage.org

