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The old saying goes, ñThe 

heart of every family farm is 

the family; and the heart of 

the family is the farm.ò The 

Jordan family is living proof. 

Toby Jordan and brother 

Mark are carrying on the 

family tradition as they han-

dle the day-to-day opera-

tions for Waukaru Farms, 

but the whole family also 

participates in the family 

business. 

The farm has been operating 

since the early 1900s, and 

parents Barry and Anita Jor-

dan are starting to hand over 

control to their sons. 

ñMy brother and I both man-

age the day-to-day,ò Jordan 

said. ñI take the cattle side of 

it, and he does the crops 

side.ò 

As you might expect, the farm 

has been a big part of Jor-

danôs life. His earliest memo-

ries are tied to the farm, and 

coming back to work along-

side his parents and brother 

was always a part of the plan. 

Even when he went to col-

lege, he always felt the pull of 

the familyôs livestock legacy. 

ñAt one time, it looked like ag 

econ and business would be 

the ócash,ôò he said. ñIt looked 

cool, but this was more stimu-

lating and interesting. Iôm not 

very old, but this is all Iôve ev-

er done.ò  

And what he does, he does 

very well. Jordan and Wau-

karu focus on the commercial 

bull market, particularly short-

horn. According to Jordan, 

that is where the market is. 

The Waukaru herd thrives on 

pasture rotation. Most acres 

are fescue, but alfalfa and clo-

vers have succeeded natural-

ly. Jordan said there is some 

reed canarygrass in the pas-

tures, but Garrison creeping 

foxtail is a forage he is explor-

ing for easier management 

and quality beef production.  

ñWe donôt use permanent sod 

in the winter, and we graze all 
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the cornstalks so weôre not on 

the pastures too early,ò Jordan 

said. 

In April and May, his pastures 

are vibrant and ready for graz-

ing. Instead of killing fescue 

and plowing the pastures to 

grow new forage, Jordan does 

not break sod. 

ñWith frost seeding, spraying, 

and clipping, we think we can 

do a better job than plowing,ò 

he said. ñRight now, weôre so 

full on cows that we donôt feel 

like we can afford to ever plow 

permanent sod because of the 

timeframe of losing [the land] in 

production.ò  

Jordan rotates the cattle be-

tween pasture cells about eve-

ry five days. Rotational grazing 

was one of the biggest chang-

es Jordan said he encountered 

in his years of farming. But that 

change made a big difference. 

ñThe number of cattle we could 

run on the same number of 

acres was huge,ò he said. 

As a result of rotational graz-

ing, the family significantly in-

creased their production. 

Today, Jordan observes anoth-

er major change taking shape: 

genetics. Naturally, genetics 

will help breed cattle with the 

most desirable characteristics. 

But the same information will 

help determine how the cows 

best utilize pasture forages and 

what types of forage best suit 

their needs.  

Even with technological ad-

vances, the farm faces some of 

the same challenges all family 

farms face: turning product into 

profit. The farm has been a 

family corporation for a long 

time, and the family wants to 

make sure that it will continue 

to be. Two families rely on the 

farm to support them.  

ñStaying solvent is the goal,ò 

Jordan said. ñWe donôt have a 

lot of acres, cows, or crops, 

and there are two families pull-

ing off of this, so we have to be 

creative sometimes. Weôre try-

ing to raise a higher quality 

product to generate more dol-

lars per cow. We embrace new 

technology, whether it be in the 

cow herd itself or the cropping 

side of it, but Iôm willing to try 

any new thing if it looks like it 

can make money.ò 

This proves that the farming 

life isnôt easy.  

ñItôs tough, and it requires a 

lot of hours. You have to 

give up some things in life 

to stay in production agri-

culture,ò Jordan said. Fami-

ly vacations, when possible, 

involve pulling the cattle 

trailer. There simply isnôt 

time for leisure travel.  

But it is worth it. The great-

est joy from the farm, from 

generation to generation, 

revolves around family.  

ñI get tickled watching my 

kids work cows,ò he said 

with a smile. ñItôs a pride 

thing that itôs a family oper-

ation. There is nothing bet-

ter than having my kids out 

there.ò  
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