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Waukaru Farms
By Kayla Groen
The old saying goes, “The
heart of every family farm is
the family; and the heart of
the family is the farm.” The
Jordan family is living proof.
Toby Jordan and brother
Mark are carrying on the
family tradition as they handle the day-to-day operations for Waukaru Farms,
but the whole family also
participates in the family
business.
Toby Jordan observing Waukaru Farms cattle and pasture. Courtesy of Kayla Groen.
The farm has been operating
since the early 1900s, and
parents Barry and Anita Jordan are starting to hand over
control to their sons.

side his parents and brother
was always a part of the plan.
Even when he went to college, he always felt the pull of
the family’s livestock legacy.

bull market, particularly shorthorn. According to Jordan,
that is where the market is.

The Waukaru herd thrives on
pasture rotation. Most acres
“My brother and I both man“At one time, it looked like ag are fescue, but alfalfa and cloage the day-to-day,” Jordan
said. “I take the cattle side of econ and business would be vers have succeeded naturalthe ‘cash,’” he said. “It looked ly. Jordan said there is some
it, and he does the crops
cool, but this was more stimu- reed canarygrass in the passide.”
lating and interesting. I’m not tures, but Garrison creeping
As you might expect, the farm very old, but this is all I’ve ev- foxtail is a forage he is explorhas been a big part of Jorer done.”
ing for easier management
dan’s life. His earliest memoand quality beef production.
And what he does, he does
ries are tied to the farm, and
very well. Jordan and Wau“We don’t use permanent sod
coming back to work alongkaru focus on the commercial in the winter, and we graze all
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the cornstalks so we’re not on change made a big difference.
the pastures too early,” Jordan “The number of cattle we could
said.
run on the same number of
In April and May, his pastures acres was huge,” he said.
are vibrant and ready for graz- As a result of rotational grazing. Instead of killing fescue
ing, the family significantly inand plowing the pastures to
creased their production.
grow new forage, Jordan does
Today, Jordan observes anothnot break sod.
er major change taking shape:
“With frost seeding, spraying,
genetics. Naturally, genetics
and clipping, we think we can
will help breed cattle with the
do a better job than plowing,”
most desirable characteristics.
he said. “Right now, we’re so
But the same information will
full on cows that we don’t feel help determine how the cows
like we can afford to ever plow best utilize pasture forages and
permanent sod because of the what types of forage best suit
timeframe of losing [the land] in their needs.
production.”
Even with technological adJordan rotates the cattle bevances, the farm faces some of
tween pasture cells about eve- the same challenges all family
ry five days. Rotational grazing farms face: turning product into
was one of the biggest chang- profit. The farm has been a
es Jordan said he encountered family corporation for a long
in his years of farming. But that time, and the family wants to

make sure that it will continue
to be. Two families rely on the
farm to support them.
“Staying solvent is the goal,”
Jordan said. “We don’t have a
lot of acres, cows, or crops,
and there are two families pulling off of this, so we have to be
creative sometimes. We’re trying to raise a higher quality
product to generate more dollars per cow. We embrace new
technology, whether it be in the
cow herd itself or the cropping
side of it, but I’m willing to try
any new thing if it looks like it
can make money.”
This proves that the farming
life isn’t easy.
“It’s tough, and it requires a
lot of hours. You have to
give up some things in life
to stay in production agriculture,” Jordan said. Family vacations, when possible,
involve pulling the cattle
trailer. There simply isn’t
time for leisure travel.
But it is worth it. The greatest joy from the farm, from
generation to generation,
revolves around family.
“I get tickled watching my
kids work cows,” he said
with a smile. “It’s a pride
thing that it’s a family operation. There is nothing better than having my kids out
there.”

Photo courtesy of Kayla Groen
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Southern Indiana Forage Tour
By Jason Tower
July 25, 2017 -The Indiana Forage Council sponsored a
bus tour through South Central Indiana. The tour theme
was “Excellent Forage Management Adds More Value
to Livestock”, and I believe we hit the target. Organized
by IFC, the event had financial support from the Indiana
Department of Agriculture and Old National Bank.
The first stop of the day was Steckler Grassfed. There
we learned from Jerry Steckler about his journey in con- Jerry Steckler, discussing forages used on his farm.
Courtesy of Keith Johnson.
verting his farm to organic status and the importance of
forages in the operation. The dairy cows are strictly on a forage diet and the milk is then used
to make a variety of cheeses sold directly to consumers. The farm also raises laying hens,
hair sheep, and turkeys all on pasture.
Our next stop was 3D Valley Beef, operated by the Steve Carr
family. This operation is a cow-calf to finished beef operation.
They focus on managing quality forages both to support the
cowherd and also to provide top quality grazing for some grassfinished beef. Quality stored feeds are harvested to support the
all-natural cattle raised for beef in the feedlot. There was also a
free-range egg laying operation where the hens had access to
alfalfa pasture every day in the growing season.
Unique to this tour was a virtual stop at Fischer Farms. Here,
Dave Fischer and crew manage a cow herd and feeding operation to market all-natural beef to restaurants all over Indiana.
Ron Rathfon, Forester at SIPAC, discusses The unique management technique at Fischer Farms is the use
reduction of invasive plants with use of
of corn silage followed by annual ryegrass. This allows the
goats in forest. Courtesy of Keith Johnson.
ground to grow a crop all year and provide both stored and
grazed feeds. The ryegrass is often grazed several times in the winter and early spring before
being harvested as a silage crop just prior to the corn being planted in May each year.

After a quick stop at the Southern Indiana Purdue Ag Center (SIPAC) to see how meat goats
are being used to manage non-native invasive species in the woods, the tour headed to Celestine to tour Sander Processing. The group was divided and rotated between a panel discussion with Dave Fischer and Steve and
Jane Carr on direct marketing and a tour
of Sander Processing, a meat processing
plant that Fischer and Carr utilize to add
value to their animals.
Indiana Forage Council plans to host another Indiana tour in the summer of 2018.
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Steve Carr (plaid) addresses the group. Courtesy of Keith Johnson.
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Upcoming Events
January 14-17, 2018: American Forage and Grassland Council Annual Conference —
Louisville, KY
February 2-3, 2018: Northern Indiana Grazing Conference — Michiana Events Center in
Shipshewana, IN
February 19, 2018: Indiana Forage Council Annual Meeting — Abe Martin Lodge in
Brown County State Park
February 26-27, 2018: Heart of America Grazing Conference in conjunction with
Southwest Missouri Spring Forage Conference — University Plaza Hotel in
Springfield, MO
Photo courtesy of Jason Tower

March 7, 2018: Southern Indiana Grazing Conference — Odon, IN
2019 Heart of America Grazing Conference hosted in Indiana by IFC

Seasonal Tips
October

November

A final alfalfa harvest can be late in the month
after growth has stopped and the temperature
drops to 24 degrees Fahrenheit or below.
Preferably, graze the growth or harvest it as
silage. Leave a high stubble.

Restrict all traffic on legume hay fields.
Check on seed availability and prices for next
spring’s seeding.
Select appropriate forage species and
varieties for the following season.

Remove livestock from excessively wet soil to
Continue to overgraze pastures that are to be
reduce plant injury.
renovated with legumes.
Overgraze pastures that are to be renovated
Use tillage to disturb soil in the pasture when
with legumes.
non-erosive and dry to prepare the pasture for
Graze corn residues as a feed cost-reduction renovation.
strategy.
Broadcast fall-applied herbicides to control
In areas with a history of grass tetany probwinter-annual weeds in legume fields (if neclems, be sure to give cows at least 1 ounce of essary).
magnesium oxide per head per day in their
Graze corn residues as a feed cost-reduction
mineral mix or protein supplement.
strategy.
Use sorghum-sudangrass and sudangrass beGraze winter small grains if growth is abunfore a killing freeze to avoid prussic acid poidant and soils are firm.
soning.
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